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Recent studies on the perception of demons in Jewish, Christian and pagan texts in antiquity show to 
what an extent these perceptions depended on particular cultural and religious milieus. The conference 
takes this as a given and focusses specifically on the literary aspects of such „demonic“ transformations 
and their contextualization. One of the guiding themes for our approach are the social dimensions of
literary production: Are specific conceptions of demons characteristic for a certain genre or, rather, for 
particular religious contexts and appear as topoi independent of genre? Do certain representations of
demons prevail in pagan, Jewish and Christian circles alike, irrespective of religious context? 
How do notions of demons function in philosophical, apocalyptic or hagiographic texts and what 
interdependencies of genre and social context can be traced? 

Donnerstag, 5. November
18:00 Begrüßung und Eröffnungsvortrag

Christoph Markschies (Berlin)

Demons, disease, and literary genres 
Anschließend Empfang

Freitag, 6. November
Moderation: Tomas Lehmann
9:00  Begrüßung

9:15 – 10:45
Nienke Vos (Amsterdam)

The ambiguity of the demon
Robert Wiśniewski (Warschau)

Demons in early Latin hagiography
11:00-12:30 
Eva Elm (Berlin)

Hilarion and the Bactrian Camel: 
Demons and Genre in Jerome
Claudia Rapp (Wien)

Demonic Affliction in Early Byzantium: 
Individual Cases and Normative Remedies
Mittagspause

Moderation: Emiliano Fiori
14:00-15:30
Florian Wekenmann (Tübingen)

Dämonologie bei Augustinus. Mit näherer 
Betrachtung von De divinatione daemonum
Andrej Petrovic (Durham)

Transformations of Empedoclean daimon: 
On pollution, scapegoats and murderers

15:45-18:00
Emmanouela Grypeou (Berlin)

Demons of the Underworld in the Christian 
Apocalyptic Literature of Late Antiquity
Nicole Hartmann (Berlin)

The Attraction of the Martyrs to Demons – 
and vice versa
Sophie Lunn-Rockliffe (London)

Between man and beast: demonic donkey-
centaurs from biblical commentary to 
ascetic literature
19:00 Abendessen

Samstag, 7. November
Moderation: Chiara Thumiger
9:00-10:30
Dayna Kalleres (San Diego)

Demons and Sacramental Rituals: 
An Animistic Approach to the Christian
Body and Embodiment in Late Antiquity
Annette Weissenrieder (Berkeley)

Disease and Healing in a Changing World. 
The Notions of Demons in the Vetus Latina: 
Mark and Luke
10:45-12:00
Moderation: Jan Bremmer (Groningen)

Abschlussdiskussion 
Mittagessen

Veranstaltungsort:
Auditorium im Jacob-und-
Wilhelm-Grimm-Zentrum 
Geschwister-Scholl-Str. 1/3 
10117 Berlin

Kontakt:
Humboldt Universität zu Berlin
SFB 644 „Transformationen der 
Antike“/A02 „Dämonen und Heil“ 
PD Dr. Eva Elm: 
eva.elm@staff.hu-berlin.de
Dr. Nicole Hartmann: 
nicole.hartmann@hu-berlin.de
Mohrenstraße 40/41, 10117 Berlin
www.sfb-antike.de
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